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THE UNIVERSE s 
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THE ENEMY BREAKS! NOT YET! LOOK 
HE RUNS! THIS INTO THE HUTS! 
MIDE. 


ÍN THAT ONE MOMENT, THE BATTLE ($ FOR- 
GOTTEN, AS MARAK STARES IN DISMAY 
AT WHAT REMAINS OF HIS WEAPONS 


GO BACK! LEAVE 
j r: ICE IN 
ACE! q 


MARAK FACES THE ONE WHO HAS DISARMED 
MIM WITH SUCH EASE! HE HOLOS A CLUS 
WHICH LOOKS LIKE SMOOTH STONE AND 
GLISTENS IN THE SUN 4 


GO, AND I SHALL 
you i!i 


STAY--AND YU 
HEN 


THE ENEMY'S WEAPON SHATTERS THE ROCK THINK WISELY, OLD ONE/ YOU 
AND MARAKE PEACE OF MINDI HE REMOVES ARE NOW A LONE SHEEP 
oF AMONG WOLVES ,/ COUNSEL 
WITH ME, AND I SHALL 
PROTECT YOU FROM THE PACK) 


G STAND WHERE 

T WISH TO YOU ARE-- OR 
SPEAK ABOUT 

HAK A [78 SECRET SHALL 


STOYT BARK, /T 18 THE 
OF TRICE... i 


MARAK MOVES LIKE A FOREST REPTILE! HE 
SEIZES THE OLO ONE, 


FACE DEATH? 
OLD PIG, THIS 
KNIFE SHALL 
SEND YOU ON 
THE LONG, 
DARK JOURNEY/g 


1E YOU WOULE 
Kitt THE OP 
ONE -- 


mane lrer my AXE 


TASTE HIS HIDE) 


-- 7HE SECRET 

IN HIS HEAD 

Witt BE LOST 
7O US4 


HAVE 
THOSE 
SECRETS; 


ANP I SHALL KL 
THE ONE WHO 


HE WILL LIVE IN 


MISERY UNTIL I 
KNOW WHAT HE 


I THe oo one 
SHALL LIVE-- BUT 


NEVER! 
-I CHOOSE | 


PH THIS ONE |5 RARE 
AND STRANGE! 


COME BE ONE OF 
US’ I SHALL BE YOUR 
LEADER! I SHALL 
PROTECT YOU WITH 
WEAPON WpS LIKE 


YOU 44E! 
YOU Kitts 


YOU AND ICAN 
HELP EACH OTHER 
DO THINGS OF 


TWAT 
TALKS” WOULD KNOW THAT/ 
THE STONE ITSELF CAN 
DECIDE WHAT THIS MEANS: 


HE MAY TURN THIS THING 

AGAINST US, MARAK / 

PERHAPS THIS SPIRIT CAN 
DESTROY USN $ 


e, 


i DESTINY 
PROTECTS US, 
WE ARE 

mEANT To 

SURVIVE ALL 

DANGERS i 


THE OLO ONE LOOKS DEEPLY INTO MARAK'S 

EYES, HE SUDDENLY REALIZES THAT THIS 

FOE 1S. NO MERE BESTIAL MARAUDER 

THERE /$_ AN ACTIVE BRAIN AT WORK IN 
THAT RUGGED SkUkh . 


Marak Wihl DO ANYTHING TO HUMOR THIS 

OLD MAN, HE ALLOWS MIM TO CONSULT THE 

POWERFUL SPIRIT THAT RESIDES IN A GROVE 
BEYOND THE VILLAGE 


HE IS TOO BUT THIS 
OLỌ TO MAY BE A 

OUTRUN US; VENGE- 

LET HIM 


Fül 
GO TO THIS SPIRIT? 


THE OLD ONE CONTINUES ON UNTIL HE 
SEES THE MONOLITH. IT 1S 
AWESOME INDEED -~ AND IT 
SEEMS TO COME MIVE AS 
THE OLD MAN PAUSES 
BEFORE IT, 


MEAR ME, GREAT 
SPIRITI I COME TO 
YOU ON THE VERY 
MATTER OF MY LIFE! 


FROM THE MONOLITH EMANATES A SOUND 
STRANGE TO Att EARTHLY CREATURES 
ITIS À SOUND HEARD AMONG THE STAR: 
YET IT REACHES OUT TO THIS 


OLO MAN -= AND 


ENGULES Him! 


n 
sar 


I 
gii 


MARAK HAS FOLLOWED AND 
YVOINS THE CONFRONTATION 

WITH THIS ALIEN P o 
HE IS FILLED WITH SURPRISE 
ANP CONFUSION... BUT o7 

NOT WITH FEAR! 


HAS BEEN REINFORCED 8Y THE SIGHT 
OE THIS MASSIVE STONE THAT HANGS ABONVE 
GROUND WITHOUT SUPPORT, MARAK TOUCHES 


THE CONTACT: s. 
N KN 


RECEIVES US 
BOTH, OLD 
h ONE. ITiS 
AN OMEN! 


THOSE OF MARAKS RAIDERS WHO WITNESS 
THE SCENE FROM A RESPECTEUL DISTANCE 
ARE CAYVGHT UPIN THE MYSTIC PROCEEDINGS, 
THEY PROBE THEIR OWN THOUGHTS AND 
HEARTS FOR 17S MEANING 


MARAK IS IF ONE CAN WIN THIS 
SPIRIT TO OUR ȘIDE, 


DO IT. THERE IS 


BUT MARAK HIMSELF 15 A CAPTIVE 
OF THE MONOLITH! HE IS BEING SWEPT 

ALONG THE LIMITLESS FIELDS OF 

THE UNIVERSE! SPACE AND 

TIME HAVE FUSED INSIDE HIS 
BRAIN TO PRODUCE OEA 

VISIONS BEYOND H15 

OWN IMAGINATION f 


BEAUTIFUL AND STRONG =- THE FACE OF 
DESTINY -- WITHIN HIS REACH» + 


5S MEET ME AT YOUR T 
Í PERIL, MARAK! MEET S 
g ME IE YOU DARES G 


THEN, AS ABRUPTLY AS IT HAD ILLUMINATED HIS 
MIND: THE WOMAN'S FACE VANISHES AND RE- 
ALITY RETURNS , MARAK CONFRONTS ONLY A 
LARGE, MIRACULOUS STONE --AND HIS OWN 
DESTINY ! 


IT HAS SHOWN 
ME THINGS 
THAT I CANNOT| 
HAVE -- AND 
THINGS THAT 

Ci 


THE SPIRIT 
DHAS SPOKEN 
TO YOU’ IT 
HAS SHOWN 


ALESSA/ TIS A NAME 
WHISPERED IN FEAR 
AT EVENING FIRES, BY 
STRANGERS FROM 
DISTANT LANDS! 


I, TOO, HAVE HEARD OF 
JALESSA. SHE WIELDS 
POWER . . . GREAT POWER! 


IN THIS VISION, SHE 

HAS CHALLENGED 

ME’ L SHALL HAVE 
THIS FEMALE) 


HAS THE STONE INVOKED A PRIVATE DREAM? 
OR HAS IT SHOWN THE PATH AHEAD FOR 
MARAK P AS HE DEPARTS FROM THE MONO- 
LITH, HIS DECISION 15 ALREADY MADE.. , 


IF THIS I$ YOUR WISH, 
I SHALL MELP YOU 


THEN THE STONE SPIRIT 
HAS TRULY SPOKEN TO 


FULFILL IT/ US BOTH? 


THE CAMPAIGN BEGINS IN THE OLD ONE'S 
HUT. MARAK HAS HIS FIRST VIEW OE A FORGE 
AND THE SHAPING OF À METAL OBJECT., 


I AM KNOWN AS 
EGEL, THE THING- 
MAKER” 


MY NEEDS ARE TOO 
GREAT FOR ONE PAIR 
OF HANDS. I SHALL SEND] 
MY MEN TO YOU . THEY 
SHALL LEARN YOUR SKILLS 
WHATEVER AND BUILD MY DREAM! 
15 NEEDED 


AA 
A lpi A~ 


I MAKE 


ang 


ILONG /NTO THE 


IT 1S AN ALLIANCE THAT Wiki EXPLODE 
IN THE STONE AGE AND SEND MAN HEAD- 
AGE! THE GENERAL AND 
THE MASTER ARTISAN LITTLE REALIZE THE 
SCOPE OF THE REVOLUTION THEY ARE TO 
GENERATE , 


W THERE iS mucw To po, anp 
MANY DISTANCES TO TRAVEL’ 
THIS IS WORK FOR THE 
MIGHTY 


SOON AFTER, MARAK BIDS THE RAMS HORN | |THE SOUND ECHOES THROUGHOUT THE CON- 
7O BE BLOWN, AS /T SUMMONS HIS MEN TO| |QUERED VILLAGE — -AND THE MEN RUSH TO 


ANSWER ITS CALL 


I§_7W/S WHAT THE 
STONG SPIRIT 
HAS 70LO YOU? AN 

5) sro i 


NFN 


HEED ME, AND WE SHALL BECOME 
LIKE A MIGHTY HERD’ BEFORE THIS 


FOUGHT, WE SHALL MAKE MANY 
SMALLER RAIDS, 


MARAK GROWS SILENT! THE STEEL RESOLVE 


N HIS EYES /S THE ANSWER , THEN, UNDER HIS 
DIRECTION, A MINE 1S DUG , AND CERTAIN 


KS DESCRIBED BY EGEL ARE PUT 
ASIDE FOR THE FORGES.. » 


ARE THE STORIES 
TRUEP CAN EGEL 
TURN THESE ROCKS 
INTO A MAGIC 
SUBSTANCE ? 


Á BAN /S IMPOSED UPON THE KILLING OF 


THERE ARE'MANY FORGES NOW-- 

THERE ARE MANY MIGHTY ARMS 

BEATING THE DREAMS OE MARAK 
INTO WISIBLE SHAPE! 


HORSES FOR THEIR MEAT, INSTEAD ; THE 
SWIET CREATURES ARE ROUNDED UP 


THE SPIRITS 
HAVE STOLEN 


WHAT DOES 
HE WISH TO 


THE MEN OF MARAK CAN HARDLY BELIEVE 

THEIR EARS WHEN. THE ORDER COMES, BUT, 
AS ALWAYS , THEY GRUMBLE AND OBEXAND 
FROM A LUDICROUS START THEY BECOME 
THE VANGUARD OF THE CWVALRY CONCEPT. 


BEAR US UPON ( 
THEIR BACKS, N 


MEANWHILE, NEW RAIDS 
BRING IN NEW MEN. LIKE 
THE HORSES , THEY ARE 
TROUBLESOME /N CAPTIVITY, 
BUT, FOOD AND CARE 
BRING THEM INTO 

MARAK'S FOLDo. s 


f A nN 
TAS 


NT adi 
\ THIS ANP MANY OTHER FACTORS ARE 
NIN ALREADY PART OF MARAK’S PREOCCUPA- 
Ati TIONS: HIS MIND 15 CLOUDED WITH A 
THOUSAND DETAILS, BUT MARAK’S 
REFLEXES ARE NEVER AGLEEP. 


MARAK SEEMS TO BE EVERYWHERE AT ONCE. 
NOTHING ESCAPES MIS KEEN EVE OR 
AUTHORITATIVE VOICE. s+ 


SEE THAT THESE OUR NUMBERS 

CAPTIVES ARE NA SOW DAILY, MARAK. 

SHELTERED AND N SOON, THIS PLACE 
i PIL_WILL NOT CONTAIN 


fE ALL THOSE WHO 
cx FOLLOW YOU? 
l y Ñ c3 


MAHAHAH! GREAT 3 = obuets, h 
MARAK FORGETS HIS | A 

OWN TEACHINGS; 

HE DREAMS WHILE 
DANGER FLIES 


f THEN SEE HOW 
MUCH YOW VE 
LEARNED, YOUNG 
CUB’ THIS WiLL 

NOT HURT-- F 


YOU'RE SWIET 


YOUNG F004 You SEIZING THE NEWLY 

SOUGHT TO SYRPRISE A MADE SHIELD, 

ME WITH THIS! MARAK FASTI r 
TO HIS ARM so: 


YOUR STRENGTH 


s ! NO ENEMY G/ANT AMONG FIGHTERS, 
SHALL STOP US FRO; 


NO MAN OF MARAK'S I WAS NOT BORN W keep THis, CuB; IT 

WiLL DIE WITH THIS IN NQUEST,.. [IE WILL- MAKE YOU A 
M 

REACHING HIS WALL S/ 


THE MEN GATHER TO SEE WN WO: HE SHALL BECOME A THIS I$ Me 
INGED JES 


LIZARD, MORÈ T/ I-I 
LIKELY / THEN MARAK THINK TH 
OLD SORCERER 
PEHAPS HE WiLL aog AN ENEMY CAN MAKE 
TURN MARAK INTO AN Pia CAMP; SUCH À THING 
ARMORED LIZARDI > NAPPEN! 


AT. 
FURTHER MIRACLES HAVE SPRUNG 
Arom NED BROW OF 


Tw 
g 


M 


THIS SPURS A STRONG RU: 
OF RA, 


PPORT BETWE: 


„ ( WE SHALL ALi BE OO YOU HEAR THAT, EGEL ? THE FIGHTING 
INVINCIBLE” FEVER 15 UPON USI YOU. HAVE GIVEN US 
THE MEANS FOR À GREAT CONQUEST?! 
Š MARAK! MARAK! 
M. 3 


ARAK. 


ae NOI 
PEZ WIA ESS 


WE MUST REACH VALESSA'S LAND WITH 
FOOD AND SUPPLIES, WE CANNOT 
D a PRAG OR CARRY THESE THINGS 
ED THAT F SPEED 


THESE WILL ONLY 


YOUR WONDROUS WITS HAVE BROUGHT US 
BREAK THE BACKS OF . 70O CLOSE TO THE KILL TO DENY 
MEN AND BEASTS/ ş 


WE SHALL DIE IN THE 
DESERTS AND PERISH 
AMONG THE VERMIN 
OF THE SCRUB LANDS, 


MARAK 1S FILLED WITH THE FURY 
FRUSTRATION, HIS FINGERS NFASTEN 


MIS ATTENTION. HAS BEEN CAPTURED BY 
A SIGHT OF INCREDIBLE PORTENT,» . 


LISTEN TO 
ME, YOU 
OLD FOOLS 


THE COVER ROLLS ON-— BYT FOR THE PRESENCE OF 
SMOOTHLY, SWIFTLY , EFFORT-| | ESEL THIS SIMPLE ACCIDENT 
tESSLY=- SPANNING DISTANCE WOULO HAVE GONE UNNOTICED, 
AND ISNITING FIRES IN OLP NOW, IT Wht GALVANIZE 
EGEL'S BRAIN Í THE ENTIRE HISTORY OF 


t a] 


Myj 


WIN HER AND Ait 
THAT SHE RULES! 


